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The Secret of the Night--By Gaston Leroux

THRILLING MYSTERY STORY OF RUSSIAN INTRIGUE BY NOTED FRENCH AUTHOR,

SYNOPSIS OF FPREVIOUS CHAP-
TERS,

Young Joweph Houletablils, osten-
aibly & reporter for w Parlelag news-
paper byt in fact & deteciive of re-
nown s calied to Russin by the Crar
to save the WUle of General Trebaseaf
{Feador Fendaroviteh), who hus been
rondimbed to death by the Niofilate
He 18 recalved by the Genernl's evers
falthfyl and  ever-watehfal wife,
Madams Trebassof (Matrenn Petro-
He mecta Natachs, the Gen.
daughter by & previous mar-

Goneral |
rounded by &

al his ville, sur-
few foithrul friends

= ———————

HEY then drank more, amid =a
T perfect  fracas of  tnlk  and
lnughter, Ivan Petroviteh and

more, umld a perfect fracas of talk
and laughter. Ivan Petroviteh and

Allianinse Georgeviteh walhod seross
and Kissed the generall. Bouletablille
saw all around him grent children who
anmused themselves with unhellevable

nrivoete and who dranl fn o fashion
maores unbellevable still.  Motrenn De-
trovna smoked clgarcties of yellow

tobiceo Incessantiy, riging slmost con-
tinually te make n hurpled round of
the rooms, and after having prompted
the servants to greater watchlfulness,
sat and looked long at Rouletabills,
who did not etlr, but ecaught every
word, evory gesture of each one thers.
Finally, sighing, she sat down by Feo-
dor and asked how his leg Teit, Michus
and Natacha, In & oorner, wers deop in
conversation, and Boris watched them
with obvious Impatlence, still strum-
ming at the guzia. But the thing that
struck Rouletabille's youthfol |mag-
Ination beyond all else was the mild
face of the general. He had not {mag-
Ined the terrible Trebassof with so
paternal and sympathetle an efxpras-
slon, The Paris papers had printed re-
doubtable picturcs of him, more or leis
authentio, but the arte of photography
and engraving had cut vignrous, rough
featyres of an officla] who kiew no
pity, Such pletures were in” perfpet
aecord with the ldea one natdrally hnd
of the dominating flgule of the govern-
ment at Moscow, the man who, during
eleht days—the Red Week—hpid made
B0 many corpsasg of students uneg work-
men that the hallg of the University
and  the factories had opeded  thelr
doore gince In valn, The deud would
hava had to arise for those places to
be peopled! Days of, terrible battle,
whera in one quarter or anotlier of the
clty there was naught hut massacre or
burnings, untll Muatrena Petrovns and
her step-daughter, Natnchn (all the
papers told of it), had fallen on thelr
kneea before the genernl and begged
terms for the last of the revolution-
tlex, at bany In the Presnla quarter, and
had been refused by him. “Wap 1= war,”
had been his answer, with (rrefutabls
logic. "How can you ssk mercy for
theae men who never glve (17" Be It
wald for the young men of the barrl-
cades that they never surrendered, nnd
squally ba it said for Trebarsof that he
necessarily shot them “1f 1 lind only
myasell to consider,” the gene ral had
sald to a Paris Journallst, "I could have
been gentle ng & Tamb with these unfor-
tunates, and so 1 should not now my-
wnlf be sondemned to death, After all, 1
ful) to zee what they reproach me with
I have served my master ns a hrave
and loyal subject, no more. and, after
the fighting, I have let others fervet
out the shitdren thuot had hidden under
thelr mothers' skirte. Everyhaody tilke
of Ll repreasion of Moscow, bt Jet um
speak, my friend, of the Cemmune.
There was & plece of work 1 wanld not
have done, to massacre witlin a court
an unresisting erowd of men. women
and children. T am a rongh and 1alth-
tul soldier of His Majesty, but | am nat
a monater, and 1 have the feelings of

& hustand and father, my dear mons
wleur, Tell your readers that, if you
care to, and do  ndl sirmige ahout

whether 1 appear to regret boing con-
vrined o death!”

dlr'?‘.”ﬁ:ilr:iy \"‘hnt stupefed Ttanlatabille

naw was this stauneh {liure of the

condemned man who appenred g0 tran-

quilly to enjoy his e, When the gen-

eral wns not furthering the enyely of

his friends he Was talkling wilh his=
wife and daunghter, who ndored him
and continually fondied him and he

seemed perfectly happy. With his enor-
mouns grizzly muataohe, hig ¢ iddy ovlor,
his lcen, p1trrlng1ﬂ'w. he Jooked the
enl apolled father
w'illl::lrc::r?rtr-r stidled all these wida-
1y diftorent types und made Jiln obser-
satlons while pretending to o FAvanous
appetite, wiilch served, moreover, to flx
him in the good graces of hix hosts of
the dateha del Tes. But, in reality, e
pagsed the food to an enormons hull-
dog under tha table in \\-Tr-a._- good
graces ho wae also thus flrmiy piunting
bimself. As Trebagsof had praved his
ecompanions to let hls young friend sat-
faty hlg ravenous hunger In pence, they
did not concern Lthemeelves to enterinin
him. Then, too, the musie gorved to
disteact attention from him, and at a
moment somewhat liter, when Matrena
Peatrovna turned to speak (o the young
man, she was frightered at not seelng
him, Where had be gone? S8he went out
Into the veranda nnd looked, Sha did
mot dare to call, She walked lnto the

grand snlen and saw the reporter just
as he ¢ s ot of the sitting-room,

“Whers were you?' she Inquired,

"The sltting-room Jg certaliily charm-
ing, and decorated "exquisitely” come
plimenied Rouletabilie. "It al-
moat g boudok,™

"It does serve a® & boudelr for my
stépedatghter, whose bedroom opens
direetly Trom L, you ses the Joor there,
It ix elmply for the present that the
lunchean table is set the becanze for
some time the police have prea-empled
the verands.,”

“Is your dog & watchdop, madame?”’
naked Rouletabille, reseing the beast,
which had fellowed him

“Khor falthiul and
s well hitherto"
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s Hald gusrded

"He slospa now, then?"

“Yer. Kouprinne hes him shut in the
jodge 1o keop him from barking night
Kouprias fears that I he 1= out he

will devouyr ome of the poline wha wateh
I the garden ot night, 1T wanteéd him
to alecp in the house, or by Wik master’s
donr, or even at tha foot of the bud, hut
Koupriane sajd, ‘No, no; no dog. Dan't
on the gog. Nothing |s more dan-

gerous than te tely on Lhe dog. Since
then he has kept Khor jocked up st
night, But 1 do not understand Kou-
prinng's don”

“Mongieut Konpriane {8 right,' sald
the réporter "Doge are uszeful only
against strangers.”

“Oh,” gosped the poor woman, drop-
ping her even. “Koupriane certalniy
knows bis businegs, he thinks of every-
thing."

“Come"” =he sdded rapidly, as {hough
to hide her disquiet, “do not go out ke
that wilout letting me know, They
want you In the dinihg-roam.”

"I must have you tell me right now

about this attompt,
“In thi ning-room, in the dining-
room, Th +of myself, she said In

a low valee, Yt s stronger than 1 am,
I um not able 10 leave the general by

before As poon as these
recognized the

they dls-

the Virgin
women siw  us and
equipnge of the Gevernor,
persed ke a flock of crows, with
frightened cries. Feodor Joughed so
hard thot g2 we pessad ufider the vault
af the Virgin his laugh med to shake
the stanes. 1 felt reassuared, mansleur,
uy promenade contipned without any
remintkable neldent, The oity was gl-
most deserted, Everything lay pros-
trated under the awful blow of that
battie In the strest. Feador sald, ‘Ah,
th give me a4 wide berth; they do not
Know how much 1 love them, and wll
through that prometnde he sald many
more charming and d te thinga
16 mie,

s wo were falking pleasantly tnder
[ire wa eame to g Place Koudrine
Ky, la rue Koudrinsky, to be éxaci. Tt
was just 4 o'clock, and & light mist had
commenced 1o miz with the sifting
enow, and the houses to right and lefl
wers visible only as massex of shaduw,
Wa glided over the snow ke a bont
along tha river in foegy calm. Then,
uddenly, wea lieard plerving erfes and
saw shadows of soldiera rughing around,
with movements thut Tooked larger
than human through the mist; their
short whips looked enormous as they
Knoclied some other shadows that we
saw down like log=, The general
stopped the slelgh and gol out to e
what was= going on. 1 got oot with
lim. They were soldiers of the famous
Semenowsky regiment, whe had two
prisoners, a young man and a child,
The chlld was being beaten on the naps
of the neck. It wifthed on the ground
and eried In torment, It couldn’t have
bheen more than 9 years old. The other,
the young man, held him=dlf up and
marched along without a single cry as
the thongs fell brutally wpon him, 1
was appalled, T did not give my hus-
biand tima to open his mouth before I
alled to the pabaltern who commanded
the detachment, 'You should be ashamed

himself while he Is o nthe ground. to strike a child and a Christian ke
flonr.” that, which cannot defond =elf’ The

She drew Rouletabllle Into the Ain- genersl told him e same thing, Then
ing-room, where the gentlemen were the subaltern told us that the little
now Lelltng odd stories of street rob- eohild had Just ki)led a lleutenant In the
heries amin fogd Jpughter, Nataoha was etreet by firing o rov ar, wWhich he
il talking with Michael Korenoff: showed us, and {1 was the biggest one
Borls, whose e#yes never guitted them, | ever have seen, and must have heen s

wis ns pale nx the wax on his goaila,
which he ratiled violently from ti
time, Matrena made Ronletahil
in a corner pf the sofa, near by,
countiig on Her tingers like a care
housewile wlo doen not wizh to (ver-
look anything in her domestle calenlas-
tlony, she =aid:

“I'here have beern thres attemptes: the
first two In Mescow, The first hup-
pened very simply. The genvral knew
lie haid been condemned to derth. They
hud delivered to him at the pilace in
the afternoon the revoluifonary poster
which proclalmed his Intended fate to
the whole elty and country. So Feodor,
who was Just about to ride intn the
clty, dismissed hig encort. He ordered
horses put to & slelgh, T trembled and
nsked what he was golng to do. He
sald he was golng to drive auietly
through all parts of the elty, in order
to show the Muscovites that & governer
ippointed aecording to law by the
Little Fatlier and who bad in his con
wience only the sense that he had done
Iiix full duty was not to be Intimidated.
It was nearly 4 o'clock, toward the end
of o Winter day that had been clear
and bright, but very ¢old. T wrapped
myself In my furs apd took my seat he-
gide Bim, and he kald, 'This Is fine
Mattena, thix will have 4 gredt effect
on these imbeclles,” Bo we sturted. A1
firet we drove along the Naberinain
The sle'gh glided ke the wind, The
genordl Wit the drviver a heavy blow {f
the back, ciyving, Slower, fool; they
will think we are alraid)' and so the
horses were nlmost walking when, pass-
ing balilnd the Church of Protect
Interces«lon,  we reached !

Howrd, Until then the few pascsera-by
hud Toeked at us, and as they recog-
nized him, hurried along to keep him in
view, AL the Piace Rouge there was
only Jitle knot of wemen Kheoling

heavy for that Infant to UL &= & small
cannon, It was elievabile

“*And the other, demanded the gen-
eral; ‘what has he done?

“iHe ls g dangerous student, replied
the subaltern, ‘who has dellvered hitn-
uglf up ax o prisoper beciuse he proms
ised the landlord of the house where ha
Hives that he wanld do It to keep the
house from belng battéred down with
cannon.'

*‘But that |s right of him. Why do
vou beat him?
“'Because he hax told us he ls o

dungerous student.

“"That )& no reason,’ Feodor tald him,
‘He will be shot If he deserves it, and
thie ¢hlld also, but 1 forbid you to beat
im. You have not been furnished with
these whips In order to beat lsolated
prizoners, but to charges the crowd whan
it does not obey the governor's orders.
n sich a case you are ordered "Chuarge,”
and vou know what to do. You under-
stand?  Foodor sald roughly. ‘I am
tienern] Trebassof, your governor.'

“Feodor was thoroughly luman In
saving this, Ah, well, he was badly
vomperaated for 1f, very badly, 1 tell
vou. The student was truly Jangerots,
hecanse he had no sooner heard my hus.
band say, ‘T am Gensra! Trebasen!, your
' than he crisd; ‘Ah, Is |t you,
Trebpasof!® and drew a revolver from
no one knows whers and flred stralght
At the genernl. almost agalnst hie
breast.  BEol the ‘al was not hir,
happily, noe 1 elther, who was by-hlin
and ha hrown m3 { anto tha studey
to disurin him god then was  tossed
aholit at the foet « =oliiers in the
baitle tl wnged student
while the revolver was goltg off, THtes
«oldiers were Rilleds You ean under-
na t the others were furions,
v rilved me with many excuses and,

the

¥ aronpd the

i

in the loins and striking at him ne
lIay on the ground, ¢ subull
struck his face a blow that might b
blinded him, Feodor hit officer
the liead with his flst and called,
you hear what I =aid?
under the biow and Feodor himself car.
rled him to the alvigh and lald &

the dead men, Then he took charge of

in
DIln'e
The officer fell

the soldlers und led them to lhe bar-
racks, I followed, as a sort of afters
gunatd., We returned to the pa n
hout daler, It was goite datk L an,
and almoxt gt the entrance to t pale
acé we ware shot &t by a group of
revolutionuries who passed swiftly In
two #lelghs and dlsappearsd In the

darkne=s go (rrt that they conid not be
overtaken, T had a ball In my toque.
The gencral had not been touched this
time either, but our furs weve rulned
by the blood of the dead sollers which
they had forgotten to clean out of the

Blefgh., That wox the firdt wttempt,
which meunt lttie enough, after all;
begauss It was fighti n the open.

It wias some days Juter that they coms
menee! to 'y aEsasaination

At this moment Ermolal brought [n
four bottles of champague I Thad-

deus struck lightly on the plino,
“Quickly, madame, the =econd at-
tempt,” sald Rouletabllle, who was tak-

Ing hasty notes on lis onfl, never ceas-
ing, meanwhile, to wateh the convivial
group and listening with both ears wide
open to Muatrena.

BThe =econd happened still In Mos.
gow. We had had a joliy dinner be-
eause we thought that at last the good
old daye were bark and good ecltizens
could Yve in Pgace; and Borls bad tried
out the giuxla singing songe of the Orel
country to please me; he lg so0 fine and
gvmpathetin, Natacha had gone some-
where or other, The sielgh was walling
it the door and we went oul und got In.
Almost Instuntly there was n fearful
nolsge, and we were thrown out into the
gnow, both the general and me, There
remalned no trace of sleigh or coacke
mitry, the two horses were disembow-
eled, two magnificent plebnld horses
my dear voung monsieur, that the gen-
ernl was so attached to. As to Feodor,

he had that serlous wound In his right
leg! the enll was shattored, 1 simply
had v shoulder wrenchad, practicelly
nothing, ‘The bomb liad been placed
unider the seat of the unhappy coach-
man, whose bhat alone we found, In a
poo! of bloed, From that sttack the
general luy two months in bed, In the

second month they arrested two serv-
ante who wete canght one night on tha
landing leading to the upper fioor,
where they hind no business, and after
that I sent at once for our old domesatica
in firel to come and serve us, It was
discovered thatl these detected servants
were in touoh with the trevolutlonaries,
a0/ they woere hanged. The Emperor ap-
opinted a provislonal governor, and now
thit the generdal was better we declded
on a convaléescence for him In the midl
of Frince, Wa took (raln for Bt
Petersburg, but the Jjourney started
high fever in my hushand and reapened
the wound in hlg ecalf. The doctors
prdered absolute yvest and so we settled
heére in the datehn des Iles, Since then,
not & duy has passed withoot the gen-
eri] recelving an anonymous letier teil-
ing him thit nothing ¢an save him from
the revenge of the revolutlonarTes, He
jg brave and only smiles over them, but
for me, I Know well that so long s we
are in Russia we hove net @ moment's
gecurity. So 1 wateh him every minute
and let no one approach him except
his Intimute friends and us of the fam-
fly. I have brought an old gningnla
who witched me grow up, Ermoial, and
the Orel servants  In the meantime,
two months later, the third attempt
guddenly ocourred. It Is ceértalnly of
them all the most frightening, becalse
it g 5o mysterloue, a mystery that has
not yet, alas, been solved”

Hut Athanage Georgeviteh had told a
"ood story” which raised so moch hub.
hub that nothing else could be heard
Peudor Feodoroviteh was amused
thut he Hud tenrs In his «
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